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Giving pets as gifts: Tips on doing the right thing 

Think twice before giving someone a pet for the holidays, says Los 

Angeles dog trainer and behaviorist Jonathan Klein. He's a 

praise/reward-based trainer who runs the dog school I said Sit! 

Most of us in the Paw Print Post community know to be careful 

before giving anyone a pet, but sometimes we can get carried away 

during the holidays. Here's Klein's advice: 

 

1) Make sure the person wants a pet: A pet should never be given 

as an "unexpected" gift. Also, consider a different time of year: 

People are generally far too busy to properly introduce a new pet 

into their home while trying to keep up with all the demands of the  

season. 

2) A pet should not be an impulse purchase: Do not buy a pet from a shopping mall pet store. They 

may look adorable and in need of a home, but unfortunately, these pets are usually stressed, immune 

suppressed and often come from puppy mills with questionable breeding practices. Find a responsible 

breeder, shelter or a rescue group. 

3) Consider fostering or getting pets other than dogs and cats: Animal rescues are always looking for 

responsible people to provide foster pet homes on a short-term or long-term basis until they can find them 

a "forever home." There are also lots of choices other than dogs and cats, especially if the pet is for a 

child. Fish, turtles, mice and guinea pigs are all excellent, easy and economical choices that kids can 

enjoy and love without creating much of an impact to your daily routine. 

4) Prepare your home: Lock away all household chemicals, keep any potentially poisonous houseplants 

or breakables out of reach, tie back any electrical cords and keep doors closed. Many holiday decorations 

like tinsel, mistletoe, wrapping paper and table decorations can be problematic, while certain foods, 

including chocolate and raisins can be lethal to your pet. Establish an area in the house where your pet 

can peacefully relax and sleep. 

5) You need more than just food and bowls: Stock up at the pet store before your new addition arrives. 

Choose a vet, and also locate the nearest emergency veterinary hospital that is open 24/7. All new 

puppies and kittens need a series of vaccinations. Make sure you get any records containing your pet's 

history -- this will help a veterinarian determine exactly which vaccinations are needed. 

- Janice Lloyd 

Puppies can be adorable, but before giving one as 

a gift be sure the person is ready to take on the 

responsibility that goes along with all that 

cuteness. 
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